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let in Demonſtrations, can be any longer land is Preabyteriag, yet in 1 certai 
bliad, | Pariſh in Scot] and, UE Miaificr eto 


enjoys 
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enjoys the Stipend, and preaches in 
the Church, is Epilcopal — And the 
People being moſtly Presbyterian, are 
at the Charge of a Presbyterian Miai- 
ſter to preach to them in a Meeting- 
Houle. 


And will you have theſe Riddles expound- 
ed ? Take them in brief chus ; ; 

The firſt will be beſt expounded by telling 
you a Story, which I preſume, I need not 
want Vouchers for now, in the Town. 

At a certain Quarter-Sclhons of Juſtices, 
upon the new Eſtabliſhing of Juſtices of ihe 
Peace in Scotland for a certain County, Where 
a certain Nobleman, that has a Name and 
is not aſham d of it, is Heretable Sheriff of 
the County. An Epiſcopal Minifter and 
ſme of his: Hearers are conven'd before 
the Bench for opening the Meeting: Houſe 
again, after ic had been for ſome time ſhut 
up by the Order of the Government z one 
of them pleading for the reft, ſays, That tis 
true, they did open the Meeting Houſe, 
and had Prayers and Preaching there, for 
that they were Epiſcopal in their Opinions, 
and covid not ſatisfie themſelves to joyn 
with the Presbyterians, and they hop'd the 
Juſtices would not make it a Crime, that 
they ſought to latisfie their Conſciences 
And more to this Purpole—— The Prafſes, 
as they call it there, as we the Chairman, 
makes Anſwer to this Purpoſe i do not 
ay theſe are exactly his Words, but am 
well ſatisfy'd, I have not varied the Sub- 
ſtance— That he was ſorry he was oblig'd to 
contradia them in ſo plain a Caſe 3 for, 
Gentlemen, ſays he, 1 my ſelf am Epiſcopal in 
my Fudgment, as you ſay you are, and ty the 
Lenity and Forbearance of the Government, 1 
have maintain d an Epiſcopal Miniſter in ths 
Pariſh Church ever ſince the Revolution, being 
the ſame Pariſh where the Meeting-Houſe 
was ſet up; if therefore you are Epiſcopal, 
why do you not come to your Pariſh-Church, 
your ſetting up 4 Meeting- Houſe muſt be upon 
fame other Account And then came out 


che true Reaſon, truly that it was not Epil. 


copacy, but Jacobitiſm z That it was true, 
the Pariſh Miniſter was Epiſcopal, but he 
had taken the Oaths to'the Government, 
and pray d for the Queen, and therefore the 


People would not hear him, but ſet up a 


Meeting-Houle under his Noſe, where 
they encertain'd a Minifter that would do 
neither of theſe wicked Things ———_— 
And I preſume to add one Thidg, which tho? 
it cannot be laid down as a Matter of Fact, 
but as a Suppoſition, yet I believe, I hase. 
as much Authority to advance it, as any 
Man cati have for a Thing not ia Being. 
I lay it down, I ſay, az my Opinion, and 
which I can give good Reaſons for Viz, 
That were the Epiſcopal Church in Scot/and 
now uppermoſt, and eſtabliſh'd by Las 
There wauld be the ſame Number of Meet. 
ing-Houſes as there are now, and they would 
be treated by the Church (Epiſcopal), juſt as 
they are now by the Kirk (Presbyterian), 
only wit? chis Difference, that it would not 
make any Noiſe here, their Complaiats 
would not be heard, nor by any Means would 
it be call'd Perſecution, | 
And there's one of the Scots Paradoxes 
unfolded— And he that cannot ſee plainly 
into it, muſt be blinder than | am willing to 
ſuppoſe any of Mr. Rebearſal's Scholars can 
be, after ſo good an Inſtructor. 7 
My next Paradox is 2. While the 
Church Eſtabliſh'd in Scorband i; Preſ- 
byterian, yet in a certain Pariſh. in 
Scotland, the Miniſter, who enjoys the 
Stipend, and preaches in the Church, 
is Epiſcopal—— And the People being 
moſtly Presbyter ian, are at the Charge 
af a Presbyterian Miniſter to preach da 


them in a Meeting: Houſe, 


This muſt paſs for a Paradox with us all, 
or elſe this Flambeaux, call'd Perſecution, 
is but an Ignis um, that has lighted us all 
into a Ditch of Error and Miftake— Was 
ever ſuch a thing as this heard of in a Natisn 


of Perſecution ? Is it poſſible that the Preſ- 
byterian Church ean be ſaid to perſecute the 
Epiſcopal, and at the ſame time ſubmlt ſo 
low for Peace Sake, as to let the Epiſcopal 
Miniſter enjoy the Benefice, and ſubject the 
Presbyterian Miniſter to keeping a Con- 

venticle under him 
Now, left our ſuſpicious Friends ſhould 
queſtion the Truth of this, I cannot do tefs 
than lead them to the Enquiry =— — 
J > *, 


Aud if they pleaſe but ta egquite of Mr, 
Patrick Lyon Miniſter of Kingborn, in the 
County of Fife—He- is tvv honeſt nat to 
own, that he Fimſelf is an Epiſcopal Mini- 
ſter, does not acknawledge the Pregbyterian 
Church-Government, ot ever did, dees not 
meet ia their Nesbyteries or Syhods, or 
ow? their Judicitoritto=. That yet he en- 
joys his Beneſice, and Mays, or Dyelliog- 
Houſe, - his Glebe, and bis Stipend; ſolely 
poſſeſſes the Church, and preaches to the 
people. And that ſuch of bis Pariſhioners, 
who are Pregbyterian, have call'd them an- 
other Miniſter, and gather d themſeIves into 
a ſeparate Congregation like Diſſenters, 
pay their Miniſter by Contribution, and 
have their Aſſembly iga Meetiog-Houſe, 
And why is this done? Not I affure 
you, that the Law would not have dif- 
poſſeſſed Mr. Lyon, not that the Church is too 
ſmall for the Pariſh, not that the People 
of the Town were not generally. Presbyteri- 
an, as appears by the Numbers at each 
Place, not that Mr. Zyon yielded tothe Pref- 
by teriau Diſcipline at all z none of al} theſe 


— But meerly becauſe the Church was tender, 


would not puſh Things to Extremities ; 
Mr. Hon was a peaceable Man, fell in with 
the Revolition, took the Oaths to the 
Government, prays for. the EEN, Oc. 
and the Church WOULD NOT PERSE- 
CU TE- | 


There's the other Paradox unfolded; and 


now Centle mes, me thinks both theſe put 
together ſhould nafold the main 8 
asd tell us, what e t 
ter is, and wheace this Clam of et ſe· 
cution riſes . And to help you a ſittle 
in the Eoquity, I late the Caſe as briefly 
as poffi ole, aud as plainly as I can. 

The Presbyterian Church is the Eftabliſh- 
ed Chutch in Scotland; 1 know.ye are angry 
at it, Gentlemen, that. If js (v0, but ſuch, js 
the Fate of Things, Tyrapay run down-hill, 
and Liberty came up-hil And all the 
reſt was the meer Conſequence of Things, 
for Religion will come at the Heels of Li- 


berty, and there's no Help for it; if ye 
wh ſhould not of thefe you may de are 


would not have had it ſo, you ſhouid not 
have tyranniz'd when you had the Power in 


your Hands But of bas by the 
by. 
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No, the Presbytetian beiag uppermoſt, 


what ought the Epifcopal Church toexpeQ? 
1 won't enter. here into the ill- natur d Eu- 
quiry of whatthey ought to expe by the 


great Law af Retaliation, we'l/ ler tbat alone 


ta another Time : But what ought they to 
have ex pe cdted according to reafonable broſ- 
pect, and the Cuſtom ia like Caſts ? They 
could have no Reaſon: to expect, but that 
the Presbyter ĩans ſhould diſpoſſeſs all thoſe 
that would not comply with the Eftabliſh'd 
Diſcipline, and then a Tolleration, or ge- 
neral Moderation or Forbearance had becn 
the moſt they could have expected. 

Now the Presbyterizn bas out-done all 
this'; for as ſoon as the tumaltuary Part: of 
the Revolution was over, and the Church 
Eſtabliſhed, they cauſed ab Violence toceaſe, 
and turn'd out no Miniſters for. being Epiſ- 
copal, but choſe rather to fit down: by an 
imperfe& Settlement, than to be thought 
ſevere, knowing the. Epiſcopzl Miniſters 
would die off with Time, and would be 
ſucceeded according to the L2gal Eftabliſh- 
ment: By this Moderation, near 200 Epiſ- 
copal Miniſters, remain d in theic Churches, 
tho” ſtill remaining. Epiſcopal; beſides ſuch 
as conform'd to Presbyterian Church Go- 
vernment — All that are yet alive of theſe 
poſſ-(s their Livings till, except any judicially 
depos'd for Scandal, and ate at this Day 
above 140 Miniſters Epiſcopal in Judgment 
and Practice - And theſe the Church of Eng- 
land may call Brethren, if they. pleaſe, there 
may be. ſame $-nce in it Haw they can 
call the other ſo, temains to be examin d. 

But while theſe remain eaſie and undi- 
ſturb d, and have very little to complain of, 
there are anotber Sort of Minifters made up 
of choſe, who either were depos d in the i it 
Hurries of the Revolution by the Fury ot 
the iPenple,: beſore the Church was at all 
legaiy {(tled, or Joſt their Beueſices by that 
AQ, whigh order'd, that all the Presbyte · 
rian Miniſters, that were left alive of 
thoſe who were turo'd out of theic Livinys 
in 1862, ſbyujd take Poſſeſſion of them, 
withovt farther Proceſs, and the — 
| WIS very very few ; 
er ſuch as were turn'd out afterward by Law 
for refuſing to take the Oaths ; and theſe 
are the People we are ſpeaking of. 

Whether 


